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To: Council
Subject: Property Standards and 
Policy Evaluation

Meeting: September 16, 2025

Department: Clerk

Staff Contact: Stasia Carr, Clerk

BE IT RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL approves the Adoption of Separate Property Standards 
By-law, Clean Yards By-law, Vacant Derelict Building By-law, and a Municipal Lot 
Maintenance Policy and have staff present drafts of each at a future Council meeting.

 
Purpose:
The purpose of this report is to present Council with four complementary municipal tools to 
support responsible property management.

1. Property Standards By-law (focus on health and safety items outside of new 
construction which is covered under the Building Code Act. 

2. Clean Yards By-law (focus on yards cleanliness, health, and safety, and maintenance)
3. Municipal Lot Maintenance Policy
4. Vacant and Derelict Building By-law with Redevelopment Incentives

Collectively these tools will promote fairness, transparency, and effective enforcement. 

Property Standards
Building related structural concerns are addressed under the Building Code Act and the 
permitting process and not through by-laws. Issues such as loose railings, unsafe existing 
stairs with handrails for example will be dealt with through property standards, even 
though initially the Building Code would have governed the initial construction. 

Clean Yards By-law
Yard upkeep expectations, nuisance controls, and maintenance concerns will be 

RECOMMENDATION:

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

PURPOSE:



implemented to promote safe and aesthetically acceptable properties. This by-law will not 
duplicate the property standards by-law. A tiered approach will also be included defined the 
same as the Township’s zoning by-law (Town, Hamlet, Rural)

Municipal Lot Maintenance Policy
This will formalize maintenance standards for municipally owned property. This 
demonstrates accountability and transparency enabling enforcement of offences under 
private property standards. 

Vacant and Derelict Building By-law
This by-law targets buildings when they are beyond maintenance repairs. Safety is the 
main concern with vacant and derelict buildings. Enforcement with this by-law is to mitigate 
hazards and encourage redevelopment with incentives instead of having just a registry for 
collecting fees.

The Township has historically enforced property standards without a tiered approach. 
Redevelopment incentives were also not included in former by-laws. There is a need for 
clarity and more detail in enforcement. This report introduces separating the property 
standards by-law into two with the creation of an additional Clean Yards by-law. Vacant and 
derelict buildings are also a concern within the Township and raise issues that are best 
dealt with separately within their own by-law. 
For transparency a Municipal Lot Maintenance Policy supports fairness when enforcing 
private property standards. 

n/a

• Clear separation of enforcement and focus areas enhances clarity and efficiency
• Encourages timely redevelopment and reduces safety hazards
• Demonstrates municipal credibility by showing ongoing maintenance of properties
• Supports fairness and transparency for both public and private properties
• Recognizes that different locations in the Township have different levels of tolerance to yards 

cleanliness

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:

ALTERNATIVES:
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August 27, 2025 

 
 
Premier of Ontario 
Hon. Doug Ford 
Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto, Ontario 
M7A 1A1 

 
 

 
Honorable Premier: 
 
RE: Resolution Passed by Woolwich Township Council – Strong Mayor Legislation 
 
This letter is to inform you that the Council of the Township of Woolwich passed the following 
resolution at their meeting held on August 26, 2025: 
 

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario introduced Strong Mayor Powers on November 
22, 2022, in the Cities of Toronto and Ottawa to support the provincial priority of 
building 1.5 million homes with subsequent expansions in 2023; and: 
 
WHEREAS on May 1, 2025, the Province of Ontario expanded the Strong Mayors 
legislation to include 169 additional municipalities with six or more members of 
Council, including the Township of Woolwich; and 
 
WHEREAS over 100 municipalities have passed resolutions opposing these 
powers and requesting their removal, expressing concerns about the effect on 
democratic governance and transparency; and 
 
WHEREAS a 2024 survey by the Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and 
Treasurers of Ontario (AMCTO) found that only 33% of mayors retained the power 
to change the organizational structure and 26% of mayors retained the power of 
employment matters; and 
 
WHEREAS on May 1, 2025, Mayor Sandy Shantz delegated all possible political 
powers and duties back to Council and administrative duties back to the Chief 
Administrative Officer (CAO), however not all powers and duties can be delegated; 
and 
 
NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Woolwich 
respectfully request that the Province of Ontario continue to study the impacts of 
the strong mayors legislation including: 



2 

“Proudly remembering our past; Confidently embracing our future.” 

1. To what extent the legislation is supporting the stated intent of supporting 
housing development, for example if strong mayors are using their powers 
to support or veto more housing in their communities; 
 

2. If there are any unintended consequences of the legislation, for example on 
democracy, transparency, workplace culture, or the politicization of 
administrative staff appointed by a strong mayor (the CAO or department 
heads); 
 

3. The impact of extending the legislation to smaller, rural municipalities like 
Woolwich, such as the impact of additional powers and duties on part-time 
mayors or the implications six-member councils where a simple majority 
and 2/3 majority vote is the same; 
 

4. Consider the concerns expressed by the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario (AMO) and the AMCTO, including the powers affecting public 
administration and eliminating the need for a majority council support for 
certain decisions related to provincial priorities; 
 

5. Directs staff to forward this resolution to the Premier of Ontario, Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing, AMO, AMCTO and all Municipalities in 
Ontario. 

 
Should you have any questions, please contact Alex Kirchin, by email at akirchin@woolwich.ca or 
by phone at 519-669-6005. 
 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeff Smith 
Municipal Clerk 
Corporate Services 
Township of Woolwich 
 
cc. Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 AMO 
 AMCTO 
 All Municipalities in Ontario 
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